
GENETIC SCREENING AND COUNSELING

Genetic screening involves a special blood test to
identify persons possessing certain genotypes that:
1) are already associated with some form of sickle
cell disease or a predisposition to the disease;  and
2) may lead to the passing of the disease to their
children.

Hemoglobin is a protein in red blood cells which
carries oxygen from the lungs to other parts of the
body.  People with “regular” hemoglobin have re-
ceived two regular hemoglobin genes - one from
each parent.  However, people who inherit:

1 gene for regular hemoglobin and 1 gene for
sickle hemoglobin have sickle cell trait

2 genes for sickle hemoglobin have sickle cell
disease

When one parent has sickle cell trait and the other
has regular hemoglobin, there is a 50% chance that
each of their children will have regular hemoglobin
and a 50% chance that each child will have sickle
cell trait.

When one parent has sickle cell disease and the
other has regular hemoglobin, all of their children
will have sickle cell trait.

When both parents have sickle cell trait, there is a
25% chance that each child will have regular hemo-
globin, a 50% chance that each child will have sickle
cell trait, and a 25% chance that each child will
have sickle cell disease.

When one parent has sickle cell trait and the other
has sickle cell disease, there is a 50% chance that
each child will have the trait and a 50% chance that
each child will have the disease.

When both parents have sickle cell disease, all of
their children will also have sickle cell disease.

The only way to know for sure what genotype you
are carrying is to be tested.  The blood test and
follow-up genetic counseling are provided free of
charge by the Foundation, and the results are con-
fidential.

CASE MANAGEMENT

Nursing and social work case management involve
the coordination of services to ensure that persons
with sickle cell disease and their families have timely
access to services.  The specific array of services
provided by Foundation case managers include
intake and assessment, service planning, informa-
tion and referral, and monitoring and follow-up.
These services are provided by licensed nursing and
social work personnel.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION

The Foundation provides educational information
through health fairs, workshops, and seminars to
the community at large, as well as to clients and
professional groups.  The intent is to enhance the
understanding of the group of related sickle cell
diseases so that sound prevention and intervention
strategies and programs can be developed and imple-
mented on an individual, family, and community-wide
basis.  Call the Foundation to schedule an educa-
tional program for your church, business, commu-
nity, or professional organization.

1420 Gregg Street
Columbia, SC 29201

Phone: 803-765-9916
Fax: 803-799-6471
Email: sicklecell@sc.rr.com

James R. Clark Memorial Sickle Cell Foundation

The Foundation’s mission is to
optimize the social, psychological,
and physical well-being of persons
suffering from sickle cell disease
and to provide support services

to their families.

James R. Clark Memorial
Sickle Cell Foundation

Mission
To optimize the social, psychological, and
physiological well-being of individuals with sickle
cell disease and to decrease the incidence of
sickle cell disease through genetic screening,
counseling, and education

Vision
To be the face and voice of sickle cell in the
communities we serve through effective
advocacy and education

Core Values
As the face and voice of sickle cell in the
community, we embrace certain core values
and pledge to live them out in the ways we
interact with others on a daily basis:

To treat other with the dignity,
respect, and compassion we would
want for ourselves

To be honest, fair, and reliable in our
relationships, knowing that our actions
are the truest measure of our words

To strive for excellence in
achieving our mission, continually
seeking to learn and be open to new
ways of thinking and serving

To demonstrate our commitment to
improving the lives of our clients by
honoring their rights to privacy and
confindentiality and by making our
services accessible in every community
we serve
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Providing sickle cell education
and services to the people of
South Carolina

AGENCY OFFICES

Columbia Office
1420 Gregg Street

Columbia, South Carolina 29201
Telephone: (803) 765-9916
TOLL-FREE: (800) 506-1273

FAX: (803) 799-6471

Camden Satellite
716 West Dekalb Street

Camden, South Carolina 29020
Telephone: (803) 424-1144

FAX: (803) 424-1191

Florence Satellite
501 West Evans Street

Florence, South Carolina 29501
Telephone: (843) 673-9509

FAX: (843) 673-9569

Newberry Satellite
The Parr Building

1303 Main Street, Suite 211
Newberry, SC 29108

Telephone: (803) 321-0860
FAX: (803) 321-0860

Sumter Satellite
217 West Hampton Street

Sumter, South Carolina 29150
Telephone: (803) 775-8144

FAX: (803) 938-8244

Winnsboro Satellite
96 Highway 321 Bypass N

Winnsboro, SC 29180
Telephone: (803) 712-9945

FAX: (803) 635-1835

Communicate with us on the World
Wide Web via our e-mail address:

sicklecell@sc.rr.com

The James R. Clark Memorial Sickle Cell
Foundation is a non-profit United Way
agency serving sickle cell clients and their
families in 15 Midland and Upper South
Carolina counties.  Services provided include:

Genetic screening and counseling
Nursing and social work case management
Home and hospital visitation
Client, professional, and community
education
Emergency client assistance

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
Are you a sickle cell trait carrier?

Is your partner?

CALL THE FOUNDATION AND SET UP
AN APPOINTMENT FOR GENETIC

SCREENING TODAY

Tel:  803-765-9916

James R. Clark Memorial
Sickle Cell Foundation

James R. Clark Memorial
Sickle Cell Foundation

STAFF:

Executive Director:
Melodie Hunnicutt, M.Ed., CFRE

Assistance and Agency Director:
Yvonne Donald

Director of Finance:
Saundra Kidwell

Director of Genetic Testing and
Counseling

Eunice W. Robinson, RN, BA

Director of Marketing and Public Relation:
Sarah Rhett

Administrative Assistant:
Gwendolyn Meadows

Sumter Satellite Supervisor:
Bertha Willis

Health Educators:
Mazerine Dyson
Loretta Harper
JoAnn Johnson
Felicia Robinson
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